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SUNDAY, MAY 18TH          
HEALING OF THE PARALYTIC 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 
Parish Council Meeting 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 20TH                
7:00p.m. Vespers 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21ST             
MID-PENTECOST   
9:00a.m. Blessing of Water 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 24TH                 
6:00p.m. Great Vespers 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 25TH           
SAMARITAN WOMAN SUNDAY 
8:40a.m. 
9:00a.m. 

Hours 
Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 

 
Leave all human injustices to the 
Lord, for God is the Judge, but as 
for yourself, be diligent in loving 
everyone with a pure heart, and 
remember that you yourself are a 
sinner and in need of God’s mercy. 

St. John of Kronstadt  

READER SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 25th                       

Kathy Parrish 
Sunday, June 1st                   

Jodi McElwee 

BULLETIN OF  MAY 18, 2008 
 

The Parish Council 
will meet today Sunday, May 18th, following the coffee hour. 

Please Remember in Prayer 
Carol Boris, Nina Gordon, and Jane Koshutko who are recovering 
from treatment,  as well as Constantina and Christos. If you have a 
prayer request, let Fr. John know. 

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost 
is celebrated this year on Wednesday, May 21st.  On this 
feast we bless water, recalling how the Lord cried out to 
all in the midst of the feast, “If anyone thirsts let him 
come to me and drink!” Great Vespers will be served on 
Tuesday, May 20th at 7:00pm, and the Lesser Blessing of 
Water will be served on Wednesday, May 21st at 9:00am.  
These are the only weekday services this month. 

The 104th Annual Pilgrimage to St. Tikhon’s Monastery 
will take place this year on Memorial Day weekend, May 24-26.  On 
Monday, May 26th, the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be served at 
10:00am and the healing service will be offered at 2:00pm. Fr. John 
and family plan on attending. If you would like more information 
about the pilgrimage, please speak with Fr. John. 

You’re Invited 
to an Open House at the Rectory on Sunday, 
June 29th, following a very brief coffee hour at 
the church. Hotdogs and hamburgers will be 
served. Those interested in bringing a covered 
dish or dessert are asked to please see Matushka Emily. There is a 
pool directly across the street from the Rectory for the children and 
those daring enough to bring their swimsuits. A map and driving 
directions from the church will be provided.  Absolutely everyone is 
invited and asked to please try and save this date! 

                   Federal Incentive Checks are arriving soon! 
Please consider donating part or all of this entire windfall 
to your church – this type of donation will be 100% profit 
to our building fund. If you have already committed these 

funds to some type of purchase or project you have planned, why 
not use our SCRIP cards to pay for this? Not only will you be putting 
the money back into the economy, but also you can add to our 
building fund at the same time! 

Have An Idea? 
Do you have any idea that you would like to share 
about our Mission?  Please share it with Fr. John or one 
of the Council Members – we are always looking for 
ways to improve our Orthodox Mission to Delmarva! 



FISHING WITH JESUS 
By John Kapsalis, From OrthodoxyToday.org
In Matthew 4:18-20 we read, “As Jesus was 
walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, fo
were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said 
‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they 
left their nets and followed him” (NIV). 
The mission of Jesus to preach, teach and heal 
which began in Galilee some 2,000 years ago is 
now the responsibility and the mission of the 
Church. As Orthodox Christians we often 
emphasize, and correctly so, that worship is at the
heart of the Church. But worship without witness 
or martyria is dead. Our liturgical life, to be pleas-
ing to God, must bring rebirth. We must become 
saturated in and nourished by Christ to the extent 
that we too, like those eager fishermen become 
compelled to go out into the world and expec-
tantly proclaim the gospel, teach the world about 
Jesus, and participate in life-giving healing. Fr. 
Alexander Schmemann once remarked, “Every 
Christian is called to be a missionary. Every Chris-
tian is sent. When we say ‘One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church,’ the term ‘apostolic’ means not 
only the continuity of the ministry, as so many 
people seem to think, but also the apostolicity, i.e. 
the missionary nature of the Church and of each of 
her members. One cannot be saved without giving 
oneself to this mission. Everyone is a missionary.” 
Ragtag Evangelism 
When we read about Christ’s commission to the 
Twelve, we tend to see them as the greatest gen-
eration of the Church, that small group who went 
on to lay the foundation of the Church by spread-
ing His message of transformation and the good 
news of God’s Kingdom. Yet these twelve men 
were nothing more than an insignificant, obscure 
ragtag group. They were everyday people, like you 
and I; disciples who had been called to bring the 
Kingdom of God to an alien and hostile world. 
They too had families and businesses, but they 
immediately left everything behind, including live-
lihood and home, and followed Jesus. They risked 
everything on Christ and became Kingdom work-
ers instead. God calls each of us to preach good 
news to the poor, heal the heartbroken and com-
fort all who mourn. When Christ calls we must 
obey, because his kingdom demands unqualified 
obedience. Those early disciples of Jesus were or-
dinary fishermen who went on and performed ex-
traordinary evangelism because they obeyed and 
followed Jesus. Whenever they relied on him, their 

catch was always overwhelming. Are we not called 
to do the same? I know we all feel inadequate, 
embarrassed and afraid. But so did those first fish-
ermen. And despite their failings God still used 
them to do amazing work. We should never over-
estimate our own abilities nor underestimate our 
role in God’s mission. Besides, God works best with 
those who are weak. 
It is through our weakness that we die to our own 
self-importance and self-reliance. We can do noth-
ing apart from Christ. Our love for God and for 
those He created must drive us to bring everyone 
to experience the glory of knowing Him. We need 
to pray for the day when we can say with one 
voice, ‘woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.’ Un-
fortunately, right now we cannot say with Christ 
that ‘this is a time for testimony’ because we are 
too busy playing it safe. It isn’t enough for us to 
just be keepers of the aquarium; we need to be 
fishers of men and women. How many times have 
we risked preaching the gospel in unpleasant and 
dangerous situations? Not many, if I look at my 
own experience. But have you ever noticed how so 
many of the miracles that we read about in the 
Book of Acts are connected to the preaching of the 
gospel? This is probably why we no longer see 
miracles today. Spreading the gospel no longer 
inconveniences us. We have stopped proclaiming 
the good news of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the great miracle that this is for us. 
And so I think our lives don’t feel Christian any-
more because we have forgotten that the Christian 
life is a miracle! 
Blessed are those who weep 
You know, one of the saddest failures of our 
Church is our inability to cry over all those in the 
world who do not know Christ. There is a chasm 
between  what  we  say  we  believe  and the corre- 
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Continued on page 4…



THREE EGGS AND $100 
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From Belief Net 

An elderly pastor was search-
ing his closet for his cassock
before church one Sunday 
morning. In the back of the
closet, he found a small box 
containing three eggs and 10
$1 bills.  

He called his wife into the closet to ask her abo
the box and its contents. Embarrassed, she adm
ted having hidden the box there for their entire
years of marriage. Disappointed and hurt, the pas-
tor asked her, "Why?" The wife replied that she 
hadn't wanted to hurt his feelings. He asked her 
how the box could have hurt his feelings. She said 
that every time during their marriage that he had 
delivered a poor sermon, she had placed an egg in 
the box.  

The pastor felt that three poor sermons in 30 years 
was certainly nothing to feel bad about, so he 
asked her what the $100 was for.  

She replied, "Each time I got a dozen eggs, I sold 
them to the neighbors for $1." 
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A GOOD STEWARD 

Good stewardship is a spiritual experience which 
brings the feeling of giving to another, of sharing 
the resources we have, of expressing love through 
sharing something valuable. 

 give. It is in giving that we 

SPEAKING OF MONEY 
Christ spoke of money because nothing reveals 
the state of a man’s soul so clearly as his attitude 
toward it. Money represents our work, bread, 
time, and talents. When we give it for another’s 
need or without it, we are giving or withholding 
ourselves. We give because of our faith, and our 
faith deepens as we
receive. 

FROM A PRIEST 

Christ is Risen! 

    I just wanted to 
share a nice story. 
Several weeks ago, I had a seven-
year-old boy come to me for his 
first Confession. Yesterday, his 
mother told me that when she put 
him to bed that night he told her, 
"I had a really nice day today."  

    She asked him why, and he re-
plied, "Today I told Father all the 
bad things I did, and God forgives 
me, so now I feel light and happy." 

    Naturally, I was very moved by 
this. 

In Christ, 

Father Joseph 
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at we are true ministers of God. We pa-
iently endure hardships and calamities of every 
ind. We have been beaten, been put in prison, 
aced angry mobs, endured sleepless nights, and 

gone without food. 

patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit 
within us, and by our sincere love. We 
faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is 
working in us ... . We serve God whether 
people honor us or despise us, whether 
they slander us or praise us. We are 
honest, but they call us imposters. We are 

is kind of Christian living--


	will meet today Sunday, May 18th, following the coffee hour.

