
Christ the Savior Orthodox Church 
3rd Quarterly Parish Council Meeting  

Sunday October 19th, 2025 
 
The meeting was opened with a prayer led by Father John at 12:00 pm. 
 
In Attendance: 

● Rector: Fr. John Parsells. 
● Council: Georgianne Mathews, Edward Hill, Anya Drobish, Cheryl Kokkinos, Anastasia 

Bakie, Chrissy Harris, Ryan Harris, Marian E. Ridge, Cecilia Wyant, Mirona Bendfelt, 
Georgiana Wright, Zach Davidson, and Michael Prasalowicz.  

● Also attending: Tom Mathews, Rebecca Hill, Kelly Hageman, and Justin DeArmitt.  
 
Agenda: 

● Review of Previous Minutes  
● Report of the Rector  
● Report of the Senior Warden 
● Report of the Junior Warden 
● Report of the Treasurer  
● Old Business 

o Long Term Planning Report 
o Finance Committee 
o Kitchen Renovation 
o General Parish meeting for building progress update 

● New Business 
o Prepare 2026 budget and membership 

 
Review of Previous Minutes  
 

● Father John invited the meeting participants to amend or approve the minutes of the 
September 28th parish council meeting, which were taken by Anya Drobish, distributed 
via email.  

 
Motion to accept the minutes: Mirona 
Second: Ed 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Report of Rector  
 
Father John presented the Rector’s Report.  

● Overview of recent events, attendance, metrics, and other information 
● Thanks to all who helped with the anniversary weekend 
● Building fund update 
● Attendance is now 128 per Sunday, up from 105 last year; many new catechumens. 
● November 2nd, proposal date for building update for the parish community 
● Updates on church school endeavors- thanks to the teachers 



● The parish directory’s data has been updated and photos are being loaded. The directory 
will be made available online through a secured area of the website, accessible by request 
and subsequent approval from the parish administrator. Discussion of the pros/cons of a 
print version may be had upon completion. 

 
Report of Senior Warden: Georgianne Matthews 
 

● No formal report 
 
Report of Junior Warden: Ryan Harris 
 

● Overview of maintenance and repairs that have been completed, some high priority items 
that need to be addressed, some other maintenance items, and future projects and long-
term maintenance (see handout) 

● Thank you to Justin for all of the work he did in the church along with the donor that 
covered those repairs as well  

● Recent update from Fr. John: Vera found an AED replacement and would donate half for 
the parish (look for exact number in Ioana’s report at the next meeting) 

 
Report of the Treasurer: Ioana Davidson 
 

● Ioana is out of country currently and unable to be here 
● Fr John presented the Balance Sheet, Earmarks and Special Projects, and Profit and Loss 

(see handouts) on behalf of Ioana.  
● Possibility to move surplus from multipurpose room to the kitchen or roof fund 
● Ginny proposed thoughts about further income for the parish due to the use of the parish 

address being used for the priest's personal business along with clarification about the 
priest’s businesses. Clarity has been acquired. No further actions will be inquired.  

● Fr John reiterated that everyone is always invited to parish council meetings, and may ask 
any questions that they have – we encourage this. Likewise, everyone is welcome to 
respond and engage in fruitful discussion. He reminded everyone that although he has no 
control over what is presented or the reaction thereto, everyone is responsible before God 
for what they say. We may feel that something is said from a place of darkness or light 
but the truth is that we all have a little of both inside of us, and his role as the priest is to 
ensure that we are interacting with one another in a Christian manner, in accordance with 
the Gospel, and in humility, love and mutual sacrifice for the building up of the Church. 

 
Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report: Georgianne  
Second: Georgiana 
All In Favor 
 
Old Business 
 
Long Term Planning Report 
 

● Waiting on progress of submissions to the county.  
 



Finance Committee 
 

● Will reassemble when Ioana returns and will present a report in advance of the next 
session with an update about Montgomery financial 

 
Kitchen Renovation 

● Thanks to all who have assisted in donating for this project 
● Cecilia brought up thoughts about saving money on this project in an effort to accomplish 

the kitchen renovation in a more timely fashion since the kitchen is not functional  
● 40-50k not installed- just ballpark from Home Depot 
● Shoot above what we need, then if we save some money we can use for other projects 
● Expressions of wanting to make sure that the kitchen is a priority and how to make sure 

we have the target dollar amount for the whole kitchen renovation 
● Justin inquired if someone has actually come to give a quote 

○ Only someone to take measurements but not for labor quote 
● Roy spoke on offering help with kitchen renovations 
● Georgianne brought up that the parish is not aware of the need for the kitchen renovation 
● The consensus remains for Fr. John and Matushka Emily to present a proposal for review 

by the parish council. When funds are secured and plans are approved, to proceed at the 
earliest convenience with the renovation. 

 
Parish Update Meeting 

● Proposal for that Parish wide update on building and financial brokerage account 
progress, along with pledging information 

○ Motion to have the meeting on Nov. 2nd: Cheryl 
○ Second: Cecilia 
○ All in favor 

 
New Business:  
 

● Prepare 2026 budget and council membership  
● Next quarterly meeting in December; Fr. John will reach out with dates 

 
Ed moved for adjournment, Georgianne second, approved. The meeting closed with a prayer at 
1:28 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Anya Drobish, Secretary 
 


